FORT SANTIAGO, ONE OF THE OLDEST FORTS

The thick walls of old Fort Santiago, now the headquarters of the Philippine Department

of the United States Army, were built nearly three hundred and fifty years ago.   The bronze

cannon no longer threaten the shipping in the Pasig River, but in the former days where

pirate raids were frequent, they  served a useful purpose.

to immense tracts of land and became
wealthy.

Foreign enemies also appeared. First
the Portuguese, then the Dutch, came to
contest Spanish supremacy. Mohamme-
dan Malay pirates from the south ravaged
the Visayas, and Chinese pirates from the
north attacked Manila. During the
French and Indian War, the British took
and occupied Manila. Several times the
Chinese colony in Manila was attacked and
destroyed because of the belief that it was
plotting to overthrow the government.
At various times the Filipinos rose in re-
volt, the last time in 1896; and two years
later, when Admiral Dewey destroyed the
Spanish fleet in the battle of Manila Bay,
the revolt had not been suppressed.

As a result of the Spanish-American
War the United States received the
Philippines upon payment of $20,000,
ooo.oo. But General Emilio Aguinaldo
desired an independent status for his
country and continued to oppose the
Americans for several years until cap-
tured. He is now taking an active part
in the politics of the new Commonwealth,
established in 1935. Military government
gave way to civil government under W. H.

Taft who, with his successors, set about
making effective President McKinley's
policy of administering the Philippines
for the benefit of the Filipinos. Schools
were conducted by soldiers before civil
rule, and the employment oi one thousand
American teachers and supervisors was
an early act of the Philippine Commission.
The towering stone church fronting each
town plaza testifies to Spanish Christian
zeal. The concrete schoolhouse in its
neatly kept and ample grounds testifies to
American belief in public*education.

Not only have public schools been es-
tablished everywhere, but also many
special schools, including normal schools,
agricultural schools, a nautical school, a
school of commerce, and a school for the
deaf and the blind. At the top is the
University of the Philippines, now a large
institution with various professional
schools. Illiteracy was greatly reduced
after American occupation began.

Health agencies were organized and to-
day the fear of epidemics of smallpox,
cholera and plague is past, infant mortal-
ity is greatly reduced, and leprosy is be-
ing eradicated. The campaign against
the last is aided by the $2,000,000.00
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